
 

Our Green Flag Journey: Muirtown Primary School IV3 8LU 

By: Mrs Meldrum, P7 Annie, P6/7 Ruaridh, P5/6 Liam, P5 Erin, P4 Chloe, P3 Jessica, P2 Jack, P1M 

Calum, P1 P Derry  

Eco-Schools Coordinator(s): Mrs Meldrum 
chi.meldrum@highlandschools.gov.uk  

 Eco-Schools is a pupil-led award, please make sure that this is reflected in your answers and that 

any photos submitted are clear and represent what you are trying to communicate. 

 

Eco-Schools Scotland Interim Green Flag application 

mailto:chi.meldrum@highlandschools.gov.uk


Our Voice (1 of 6) 

How did you form your Eco-Committee? How did 

you make decisions? Please share a story that 

demonstrates your success as a committee.  

 

Every year at Muirtown Primary School the pupils 

in each class make a small presentation to the 

class about what would make them a good class 

representative for the Eco Committee. This helps 

pupils to develop their language/communication skills and 

confidence to present information to an audience.  Their 

peers then complete a ballot and the pupil with the 

most votes is chosen to become a new member 

for the year. This gives the pupils an insight into how a 

democracy works.  

The class representative seeks out the opinions of 

his/her classmates and feeds back information to 

their class. They will also involve their peers in 

different Eco initiatives throughout the year and 

talk to the whole school at assembly.   

At each meeting Mrs Meldrum asks the pupils for 

their ideas, shares what needs to be done in the 

school and together they make a plan to further 

pupils participation in Eco activities and to further 

improve Eco works in and around the school & 

local community.  

The Eco Committee makes sure all the 

environmental reviews are completed and that the 

school works on litter and two other Eco topic 

areas each year, on a rotational basis.   



Our Learning Experience (2 of 6) 

Which topics did you choose and why? 

Please provide details of how you linked your 

Action Plan to the school curriculum. 

2014/15 Litter, Water & School Grounds 

2015/16 Litter, Waste Minimisation & 

Biodiversity.  

We chose the above topics because all the 

children wanted to be involved in the ongoing 

development of the school grounds. Pupils 

were really keen to explore the environment, 

grow and eat food, feed the bees and help 

reduce the waste that the school produces.  

2015/16  

Nursery, P1 and P7 Litter 

P2 – P4/5 Biodiversity  

P5/6 & 6 Waste Management  

And we all grew food to eat too!  

 

These topics matched up with the Curriculum 

for Excellence Experiences and outcomes in 

Literacy, Numeracy, Health and Wellbeing, 

Science, Technology and Social Studies.  

 

  

 

 

Nursery  and the Eco committee grew 
flowers for the bees. “We need bees or 
we wouldn’t have food.” Fraser P2  

“It’s fun to pick litter. It is good for the animals.” 
Chloe P4 

“I love eating  the things we 
grow.” Scott P7 



Measuring Progress (3 of 6) 

How did you know that you were doing a 
good job? What did you measure and how 
did you measure it? Can you provide some 
figures?  

  

Litter – we took photos, made a hand 
written chart of what we found and made 
signs which we put up in Black Park, asking 
people to use the bins. We are keeping a 
litter count in our school this year. 

 

Waste Minimisation – “We compost all 
the hot and cold food from the school. It’s 
important our food doesn't go to landfill 
anymore.” Elise P6 

“P6s take it in turns every lunch time.” Bobby 
P6. “We use our compost to garden and grow 
stuff.” Calum P5. 

 

Biodiversity – we found and recorded 
lots of different types of bugs which live in 
our school grounds. We made food 
chains and learned to group different 
types of living things.   

‘We found 97 cigarette butts in Black Park. That’s disgusting, wee 
kids play there.’ Cheyenne P7 

Hot Composting 

Cold 
Composting 

‘I really liked it when 
the lady came and we 
looked for all the bugs.’ 
Moly P2  



Sharing Success (4 of 6) 

How did you involve the rest of the school and 
community? Do you have a story about this?  

 

We put up displays around the school which we 
invite other pupils to see and our parents when 
they come in.  

 

Each class puts photos on the school website but 
these change regularly.  

 

We share our work at assembly so the whole 
school knows what we are doing and why it is 
important for our learning and the environment.  

 

We work with the local council and councillors 
when we do our community litter picks.  

The community council have donated money for 
our Eco projects, which we really appreciate. 

 

We have asked the local community to help us by 
donating unwanted compost, plant pots and 
seeds. We also invited the community to help us 
with our planting and growing. Each year parents 
volunteer to water our plants in the summer 
holidays.  

 

We worked with RoWAN and the Climate Change 
Trust over the last 3 years to develop our 
composing and growing capacity.  

 

We are going to invite parents to help us again 
with our Eco projects this year.  

 

 

 

 

The Lord Provost helped 
us open our polytunnel. 
We gave him some 
plum jam we made 
from our fruit trees.  

The community 
helped us with 
the landscaping 
to make a 
wildlife garden 



Evaluate and Celebrate (5 of 6) 

Was your Green Flag Journey a success? Please collect and insert comments from the following people… 

• Pupils 

‘We do composting which means we reduce our waste instead of just dumping it. The composters turn the food into compost which helps us grow all our plants.’ Ben P7  

‘We were sorting animals into different groups and I put a picture in my profile folder to show my parents. I liked this because I was learning about nature.’ Paige P5  

In our Biodiversity topic we went to Merkinch Nature Reserve and we got to look at all the insects and beetles and all that, and found out where they lived.’ Corey P5  

‘Last year I liked when we went outside with the lady (ranger), and we found some bugs and we talked about them.’ Rhys P3 

‘The litter picking was fun because there was a lot of different types of wrappers and sometime it was on the floor or on something and you wouldn’t know where it was until you looked. You 
wouldn’t want to get your hands dirty so you used litter pickers. We used old milk bottles to make Elmer Elephants and we used pinecones for Rudolph the Red nosed reindeer.’ Olivia P2  

• Parent 

‘Important for the children to be able to get outside and experience growing their own vegetables and understanding where they actually come from. Children can now grow vegetables in the 
polytunnel as well as outside and have the opportunity to eat and cook with them. The school has planted a lot of trees, each year every new pupil plants a tree in the local forest. I think it is lovely 
for the kids to be able to do that and the kids can take their parents to see their tree, its like a walk out in the countryside then.’ Miss Edwards – P7 Parent 

• School Staff 

 ‘We like it when the children grow produce and bring it to us so we can make dinners/puddings for the whole school to have at lunch time, it reduces the transport and our carbon footprint. It    
encourages the children to try it if it has been grown on the school grounds.’ Mrs Gillies and Mrs Stoddart – Head Cooks  

‘We recycle all paper waste, compost and maintain the wildlife garden, the kids like to play in it fine and enjoy going through it, especially in the summer time.  Muirtown is an attraction for wildlife, 
last year we had three oyster catcher chicks. We cordoned off their nest area and the kids were really good at looking after them and not disturbing them. We also get a lot of bees, birds and 
waxwings visiting.’ Mr Meldrose – Janitor  

• Teachers 

‘The kids enjoy composting and find it very rewarding. They loved having ‘pet’ worms when we learned about the chemistry of composing.’ Miss Whyte  

‘The P4 children are really looking forward to planting and growing vegetables so they can make soup after the summer holidays.’ Miss McKenzie 

‘All the pupils in the school and nursery are involved in Eco projects each year. Pupils really enjoy, recycling, composing, litter picking, growing/cooking/eating fruit and vegetables. A lot of these 
activities continue all year long. All these activities are part of our Curriculum for Excellent and help pupils to become life long, Responsible Citizens, Confident Individuals, Effective Contributors 
and Successful Learners.’ Mrs Meldrum  

• Pupils Support Assistants  

‘I thinks it’s great they are growing, cooking and eating their own produce, the kids enjoy that.’ Miss Buchan  

• Head Teacher 

• It is wonderful to see pupils at all stages in the school having  respect for the environment, appreciating and learning about  Biodiversity, growing food and Waste Minimisation. 
The school has a variety of  positive partnerships with the wider community, including  Rowan, which we will continue to build on over the next few years, to ensure that we are 
an Eco school,  caring and respectful of the environment.  

Community member 

As a Community Council we try to give support to all our local schools. The money we have given to Muirtown Primary School has been wisely spent, we can see the effort the pupils and staff have made when 
we visit the school to hold our meetings.  In return for the financial support we offer the pupils write to us to keep us informed of their plans and projects. The pupils and staff put a lot of effort into maintaining 
their vegetable garden which they use to make wholesome soup.  This in itself is testimony to their hard work. Having been awarded Green Flag status all concerned have ensured standards have not slipped and 
work continuously to keep the grounds environmentally friendly. Robert Bowie, Vice Chairman, Muirtown Community Counci 
 

• If you did work with a partner what was their role? How are you continuing to work in partnership? 

We worked with RoWAN and the Climate Change Fund – this project is now at an end but we are continuing the composting and polytunnel work.  

We continue to work with the Brid from the Soil Association/Crofting connections on various local projects. 

The community council continues to provide support and funds for projects around the school – this month they have donated money to help us continue our composing. 

Local businesses have helped us to develop our school grounds – Life Scan did all the hard landscaping for our wildlife garden. SSE donated planters for each classroom. This year the local 
carpet fitters have donated carpet so we can mulch an area of ground the Eco committee are going put to wild flowers for the bees.   
 



www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org The charity for Scotland’s environment 

Next Steps… (6 of 6) 

• Please check that you have provided us with evidence that you’re 

happy with. We may use it to share with others as part of our new 

application/assessment process. 

• Make sure that you have permission to share photos 

• Save this as a pdf (yourschoolname.pdf) 

• Send it as an attachment to  sde@keepscotlandbeautiful.org 

along with a copy of your Action Plans covering the 

renewal/award period 

• Email title: School Name Our Green Flag Journey 

Explore… 

We’ll be in touch soon to let 

you know the result of your 

application. Until then have 

a think about what you 

want to do for your next 

Green Flag application and 

how that fits in with the 

Global Goals for 

Sustainable Development.  

mailto:sde@keepscotlandbeautiful.org

