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HOMEWORK POLICY 

 

Research evidence shows that homework does have a positive effect on learning. 

 

"Where children were set homework, were encouraged by parents to do it and had it regularly marked in 

school there was a steady and consistent association between that and the level of performance." 

(Research carried out by Jordanhill College of Education) 

 
At Muirtown Primary School we will consider homework to be: 

 Work set by teachers and completed at home in a given time. 

 Work which reflects or develops class work and has clearly understood expectations regarding standards. 

 

Through setting homework we aim to: 

 Encourage independence and good learning habits. 

 Consolidate work taught in school and therefore raise attainment levels. 

 Encourage and provide opportunities for parents to become involved in children's learning. 

 
 

Main Features of homework tasks 

The content of the task set may vary from stage to stage and at different times throughout a session but 

should always be: 

 Clearly understood by the pupil and closely related to ongoing class work. 

 At an appropriate level of ability for the child. 

 Able to be completed without specialised resources. 

 Reflect a variety of activities although generally concentrating on basic skills in Literacy and Maths. 

 Marked promptly with some feedback given to pupils –oral or written. 

 Given with a specific return date clearly communicated.  

 

For P1-3 typical tasks will include 

 Discussion/ reading of reading books and related activities 

 Reinforcing new words - often using a game 

 Reinforcing phonics 

 Practising writing 

 Maths activities 

 Finding out something or bringing in items for a class activity 

 Spelling games/ activities 

 Personal Research 

 A variety of topic work within any curricular area 

 

For P4-P7 typical tasks will include: 

 Spelling words to learn (look, cover, write check method) or a game/ activity 

 Maths activity focusing on a recently taught concept or on revision e.g. tables, number facts, etc.             

(to consolidate learning).  

 A variety of follow up work in any curricular area, including topic related and current affairs research, book 

reviews, preparation for an individual presentation, reading, art etc. These tasks will vary throughout each 

term and may take longer to complete. Where longer time is given, the children will be given a date when 

the work is expected back.  

 

At all stages the internet may be used for some tasks. If the internet is not available at home, time will be 

given for such pupils to access the school internet. (Please communicate this to the school) 
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Frequency and length of tasks 

We are conscious of the fact that many of our pupils are involved in activities in the evening which are valuable 

to their education and overall development and well being.  Therefore, you should find that homework set 

should take no longer to complete than about 20-30 minutes per night at any stage. 

Homework is given out as a weekly assignment, with built in flexibility, to help the children from an early age to 

plan when to do their homework. Feedback from parents this session stated that 87% of the parents that 

replied to the questionnaire sent home, were happy with when Homework was given out and collected  

(44% of parents replied). 

 

Expectations of homework at Muirtown Primary School 

Homework should be completed to the same standard of work done in class. If the standard of homework is not 

comparable to class work a comment may be made on the homework that requires the child to show 

improvement in subsequent weeks. Similarly, if any parent has concerns about the standard of homework 

produced at home, please feel free to leave a comment on the piece of work or contact the class teacher 

directly to discuss further.  

 

Support from school 

1. At the start of each session class teachers will issue parents with a homework overview for their class.  

2. Teachers may provide an example of what is expected, particularly within Maths. All Homework is 

explained to pupils in school. Parents should contact the school if their child is unsure what to do.  

3. If homework tasks are longer, class teachers may allow additional time and the children will be given a 

new date for when the work is expected back. 

4. Homework will be marked and feedback (verbal/ written) will be given to the children. Pupils may be 

rewarded for their hard work through the awarding of house points and the giving of certificates. 

5. Teachers will strongly encourage homework to be submitted on time. If a child regularly forgets their 

homework or does not complete homework tasks the teacher will emphasise why the homework is being 

set and offer another chance to complete it at home. Parents may also be informed and asked to 

support the school by seeing that the work is done regularly.  

 

 

How can parents support our homework policy? 

1. By ensuring homework is done while your child is alert. If you find that your child is becoming overtired or 

frustrated please take a break and return to the homework at another time. 

2. By trying to provide a calm atmosphere with as few distractions as possible. 

3. By discussing the work with your child and working along with him/her, especially at the early stages. 

4. By checking that the quality and presentation is of an acceptable standard and signing the work.                

By discussing any problems arising from homework with the teacher.  If parents have any problems or 

questions about homework, they should, in the first instance contact the child's class teacher.                 

Please feel free to communicate via the homework jotter. 

5. By extending the work when appropriate perhaps by supplying a relevant book, visiting the library or a place 

of interest connected with the work. 

6. Teachers would appreciate it if homework jotters were kept in a clean and tidy condition i.e. no graffiti, 

food or drink stains. You may choose to cover.  

7. Support and encourage your child with their homework particularly with organising and managing their time 

and praising their good efforts. 
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Home/ School Liaison 

If there are any concerns about homework or your child is having difficulty with a particular task please 

communicate this with the class teacher. Comments can be shared via the homework jotter or a note could be 

given to the teacher. Please try not to leave this until the day the homework is due to be returned as we would 

like to be able to support your child with any challenges they come across.  

 

We also understand that on occasion home circumstances may make it impossible for work to be done.  If this 

should arise please let the class teacher know. 

 

Workshops and Open Afternoons are planned to enable you to support your child with their learning, for 

example, P1 phonics/ Reading annual workshop; Maths workshop (March 2017); Open Afternoon to share 

Accelerated Reading and Comprehension. We welcome any other suggestions that may help us work in 

partnership to support your child in their learning.  

 

Useful Websites     go to  - www.muirtownps.wordpress.com  and click on the Maths page or try these:- 

 

Literacy 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

http://www.sentenceplay.co.uk/ 

http://www.spellingcity.com/ 

http://www.kidzone.ws/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/ 

http://www.key-resources.co.uk/ 

 

Maths 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/ 

http://www.mathszone.co.uk/ 

http://www.mathsisfun.com/ 

http://www.sumdog.com/ 

Other Curricular Areas 

http://www.deepspacesparkle.com/ 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/ 

http://www.barryfunenglish.com/ 

http://www.pencilstreet.org/ 

 

 

This policy followed consultation with parents, teachers and Pupil Council to ensure all views were considered.  

 

The policy will be reviewed regularly in consultation with pupils, parents and staff and any changes made 

accordingly.  
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